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Participation was high, by end of 2014 
some 5,000 people, more than 30% 
of those entitled persons, have joined. 
recently we opened the enrollment of 
phase 2 that we are confident will be 
successful as well. 

you will find here also some essential 
information on Prysmian group and its 
businesses as well as about principles and 
values that lead Prysmian group’s behavior 
in the globe economic arena. At the end, 
a short glossary will help you to better 
understand some technical terms.

Creating value for shareholders, is the 
very heart of our mission. We believe that 
providing clear and reliable information is 
part of the value creation process. 
in 2014 too we delivered on our 
commitment to protecting profitability,  
in the spite of some unexpected obstacles 

With this Handbook we
provide every year our 
shareholders with a clear 
and simple representation
of what we do and results
we achieve, to allow them
to fully take part to the
company life.

We firmly believe that our 
shareholders, even the smaller 
ones, are an important asset  
and that their contribution  
to the company’s life  
is extremely valuable.

Message of tHe Ceo 
valerio Battista
dear shareholder,

i’m pleased to give you my personal 
welcome to the second yearly issue of this 
handbook. As our investors’ basis grows 
more and more larger, Prysmian group 
publishes this quick guide with the aim 
of accompanying our private shareholders 
towards a deeper knowledge of our 
company and a better understanding of 
how it works and creates value for you. 
The role and the importance of individual 
shareholders have further grown in recent 
times as they represent nowadays over 8% 
of Prysmian group equity capital. 2014 was 
the year of yeS - your employee Shares, 
the program for employees to become 
shareholders that we launched late in 2013 
in 28 countries. 

we managed to overcome successfully. 
Prysmian group has achieved its stated 
targets, unlike other industry players. 
Positive sales and earnings performance by 
the higher value added businesses of power 
transmission along with a solid recovery in 
the Telecom business allowed us to limit the 
negative impact of weak demand in other 
areas, more exposed to the cyclical economic 
trends. Further improvement in net financial 
position and commitment to cost control, 
have all helped to confirm our group as the 
global leader of the cable industry thanks to 
its indisputable capability of continuously 
innovating and pioneering the future.
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our customers are the 
planet’s power and telecom 
providers, the lifeblood and 
the nervous system of the 
global economy.

The hAllmArk oF PrySmiAn
iS CuSTomer CenTriCiTy,
The AbiliTy To AnTiCiPATe And 
quiCkly meeT our CuSTomerS’ 
needS.

at tHe very Heart
of tHe gloBal eConoMy

our CuSTomerS Are 
energy providers around the globe. our 
cable solutions help them produce, 
transmit and distribute power. unmatched 
in our manufacturing capabilities and with 
an unwavering commitment to r&d, we 
design, produce and install low, medium, 
high and extra-high voltage submarine 
and underground cables and systems from 
Asia-Pacific to the Americas, from europe 
to the middle east and Africa.

The global industrial system, from 
traditional and renewable energy 
production, to heavy-duty industries such 
as mining, tunnel drilling, cranes, nuclear 
power and defence, to the automotive, oil 
& gas, elevator, rolling-stock, marine and 
aviation industries, we bring innovative 
cable technologies and solutions.

50
countries

17
r&d centres

19,000
employees

6.8 billion
euro sales in 2014

over 130
years of experience

89
plants

Prysmian group is the world 
leader in the energy and telecom 
cables and systems industry. With 
presence in 50 countries, around 
19,000 people and 89 plants, the 
group is at the high-tech end of the 
energy and telecom cable sectors.

leAder oF A CruCiAl globAl 
induSTry 
We provide superior cable solutions based 
on world-class technology and excellence in 
execution. our customers are major power 
and telecom providers from all over the 
world, the lifeblood and the nervous system 
of the globe’s economy. Within this very 
crucial industry we are the global leader. 

 

Corporate brochure >>

Corporate video >>

To leArn more

The global information and communication
system. With a wide range of optical 
cables and fibre solutions for voice, video 
and data, centres of excellence in europe, 
united States and brazil and important 
partnerships with major telecom operators 
worldwide, we are one of the world’s 
top manufacturer of telecom cables, 
developing infrastructures that support 
information flows and communication 
between communities around the world.

At the very heart of the global economy

About Prysmian group >>

index
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a 130-year History
tHat Has Just Begun
The journey begins two centuries ago: it is 
1879 and the company, at that time named 
Pirelli Cavi as part of the italian industrial 
group Pirelli, starts to make insulated 
electric cable for industrial use. Just few 
years later a new underwater cables 
facility is built in italy and 5,150 km of 
telegraph cable are laid between italy and 
the American continent, establishing the 
company on the international stage.

A new phase of growth and 
internationalization follows and culminates 
in the nineties of last century in a strong 
acquisition campaign (Siemens energy 
Cables, metal manufacturers, nkF holland, 
nokia Finland, biCC general), aimed at 
expanding commercial and industrial 
activities, immediately followed by radical 
restructuring processes. 

in 2005 Pirelli group transfers the Cables 
and energy and Telecommunication 
Systems activities to goldman Sachs, 

which renames the company Prysmian. 
Two years later, in 2007, Prysmian is listed 
on the italian Stock exchange, as a result 
of the sale of part of the stake held by 
goldman Sachs. 

in 2010, with the definitive exit of gS, 
Prysmian becomes a full public company, 
with the whole equity capital owned by a 
number of institutional investors from all 
over the world.

At the end of the same year, Prysmian and 
the dutch player draka decide to combine 
over 130 years of industrial experience and 
excellence and to give birth to the world 
global leader in the cable industry. it is 
February 2011: Prysmian group is born. 
The assets and the know how capitalized 
by Prysmian and draka over time allowed 
the new Prysmian group to embark in a 

industrial excellence in technology and innovation

drive of renewed growth in the world’s 
high value market and business of cables 
and systems. A new journey rewarded by 
increasing profitability and the appreciation 
of investors and financial markets.

Prysmian group since 1900 >>

A 130-year history that has just begun

To leArn more
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The public company model is a milestone 
which guarantees shareholders, customers, 
employees and all stakeholders that the 
company is managed in their very interest 
to create value in the long term. 
According to recommendations of  
Self-regulatory Code by borsa italiana  
and general accepted best practices, 
the majority of directors in the board 
is not-executive and independent. This 
guarantees that all choices are taken in the 
interest of shareholders.

The most important moment of the 
company’s life is the Annual Shareholders’ 
meeting, when each shareholder can 
evaluate the job performed by the 
management and vote what they have 
done.

• Deliver value and superior results  
 to all shareholders

• Keep a fair valuation to remain  
 independent and enable growth  
 strategy

• Match corporate governance   
 benchmarks

• Create trust of shareholders

ChAllengeS AS
A PubliC ComPAny

PrySmiAn iS noW one oF iTAly’S FeW globAlly PreSenT 
induSTriAl ComPAnieS ThAT hAS AChieVed PubliC ComPAny 
STATuS in reCenT yeArS

tHe CHallenge 
of Being a puBliC CoMpany
Prysmian group is a public company.
meaning that its ownership 
is shared among a number of 
investors, mainly institutional,
all over the world.
There is not a single shareholder 
or a group of shareholders who 
controls the company. Thus, the 
management is independent and 
can devote all his efforts to creating 
value for shareholders.

in 2013 Prysmian group decided that its 
shareholder structure had to become even 
more public, by offering its employees the 
chance of becoming also owners of the 
company they work for.

That was yeS - your employee Shares 
- program. The ownership of Prysmian 
group, mainly made of international 
institutional investors, such as big 
investment funds from the u.S. and 
the u.k., was enlarged to a new rank of 
shareholders, employees who decided to 
strengthen their link with the company 
they work for.

prysmian group is the global leader in the cable industry,
a position it gained in 2011 thanks to the acquisition of
the dutch competitor draka.

investor relations >>

ConSob >>

over 23,000 shareholders

The challenge of being a Public Company

To leArn more
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prysMian group
oWnersHip struCture

in excess of 2% accounted for just 28% of 
total share capital, confirming there were no 
majority or controlling interests.
At 31 december 2014, the share capital of 
Prysmian S.p.A. amounted to € 21,671,239.70 
comprising 216,712,397 ordinary shares with a 
nominal value of €0.10 each. 
The ownership structure by geographical area 

Prysmian group is a Public Company 
with a free floats equal to 100% and 
approx. 8% of its capital held by 
retail investors.

As of december 31, 2014, Prysmian 
group’s free float was equal to 100% of 
the outstanding shares. Shareholdings 

ConTACT WiTh The FinAnCiAl mArkeTS WAS PArTiCulArly 
inTenSe in 2014, inVolVing more ThAn 400 one-To-one or 
grouP meeTingS AT The ComPAny’S oFFiCeS, roAdShoWS in The 
mAJor FinAnCiAl CenTreS oF euroPe And norTh AmeriCA, AS 
Well AS PArTiCiPATion AT ConFerenCeS orgAniSed by mAJor 
inTernATionAl brokerS.

confirms the predominant presence of uS 
and uk investors, who at the end of 2014 
accounted for around 45% of the capital 
held by institutional investors; they were 
followed by italian institutional investors 
with 16% and by the French with 11%, both 
higher than the previous year. lastly, the 
proportion of Asian investors was stable.

more than 70% of the share capital 
held by institutional investors is 
represented by investment funds with 
Value, growth or gArP strategies, therefore 
focused on a medium to long term horizon. 
The proportion of investors adopting an 
index investment strategy, based on 
the principal stock indexes, was stable 
compared with the prior year.

message to Shareholders >>

ir Activity >>

Prysmian group ownership structure

To leArn more
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Istitutional Investors 78.6%

Retail 8.1%

Treasury shares 1.3%

Others* 12.0%

 6.2% Clubtre S.p.A.
 5.0% BlackRock Inst. Trust NA
 3.8% Franklin Templeton IM Ltd.
 2.3% Norges Bank IM
 2.2% Generali Inv. Europe S.p.A.
 2.2% JPMorgan AM U.K. LTD
 2.1% Franklin Equity Group
 2.1% State Street GA France S.A.
 2.0% Gov. of People's Rep. of China

* mainly includes shares held by non-institutional investors and shares with third-party custodians held for trading.
Source: nasdaq omx, Thomson one (december 2014).

UK 18%

US 27%

Italy 16%

France 11%

Ireland 5%

Norway 4%

Netherlands 4%

Germany 3%
Other European Countries 6%

Hong Kong / China 3%

Rest of the world 3%
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People & Careers >>

To leArn more

ChASing TAlenT WorldWide
build the Future is the international 
programme for the selection and 
recruitment of new graduates from all over 
the world. launched in 2012, it has resulted 
in the recruitment of around 130 young 
people from several countries. For the 
2014-2015 programme 16,000 applications 
have been collected and 50 candidates 
were selected. The initiative was intensely 
promoted on the web both globally and 
locally, through social networks such as 
linkedin and monster, graduateland and 
ChinaJob, and in the websites of major 
international universities of economy and 
engineering.

For Prysmian group, human 
capital is the strategic asset for 
the achievement of profitability 
and value creation. As a true public 
company, Prysmian group banks 
on the independence, business 
excellence and reliability of its 
managers. Thus, it devotes a major 
effort to the management of 
human resources, to incentive them 
and give them personal motivation: 
fully exploiting the potential of the 
managers of today while creating 
the managers of tomorrow through 
specific training and educational 
programs.

people: tHe very strengHt  
of prysMian group

prysmian invests into its people and gets them to work together for the future

meASuring PerFormAnCe
Prysmian People Performance, or P3 
System was created in 2012 to align 
personal objectives with those of the 
group, facilitate communications between 
managers and staff, train those deemed 
most deserving. in 2013/14 the P3 project 
was extended to all group countries and 
businesses, involving the entire working 
population of Prysmian.

TrAining And deVeloPmenT
Prysmian Academy, the international 
school of managerial and professional 
education created in partnership with SdA 
bocconi, whose mission is to develop and 
consolidate the technical and professional 
skills of group management, involved 
600 employees in 2014 with another 600 
expected to be involved during 2015. in 
2014, the Academy also introduced a 
leadership assessment and development 
process, with programmes developed 
in partnership with the consulting firm 
Ceb, with the aim of preparing the future 
people pipeline and planning succession. 
Around 250 employees have been involved, 
including executives, middle managers and 
technicians. 
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Power distribution and Trade & installers) and 
industrial & network Components (comprising
Specialties & oem, oil & gas, elevators, 
Automotive and network Components). 
Telecom is engaged in the manufacture of 
cable systems and connectivity products used 
in telecommunication networks (including 
optical fibre, optical cables, connectivity 
components and accessories, oPgW (optical 
ground Wire) and copper cables).

The group’s performance in 2014 confirmed 
signs of a slight recovery in sales volumes, 
with profitability within the target. The 
decisive contributions to this result were 
from the strategic submarine business, 
with strong growth, and from optical 

Prysmian group is number one
in the global energy and telecom
cables and systems industry.

The business of Prysmian is organized 
along three operating Segments. energy 
Projects covers high-tech and high value-
added businesses whose focus is on projects 
and their execution, as well as on product 
customisation: high Voltage underground, 
Submarine and SurF. energy Products 
covers the businesses offering a complete 
and innovative product portfolio designed to 
meet the various and many demands of the 
market: energy & infrastructure (including 

profitability target met in 2014

leader in innovation
and technology excellence

our businesses >>

key Projects >>

business overview

Business overvieW

To leArn more
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SAleS breAkdoWn by buSineSSSAleS breAkdoWn by geogrAPhy AdJ. ebiTdA by buSineSS

* excluding Wl submarine project effect

cables, with recovering volumes and 
profitability. This was a particularly 
significant result, having been achieved 
in a still difficult scenario, that has seen 
weakness in the more cyclical sectors, like 
power distribution cables, and a slowdown 
in the oil & gas market. The results 
were also impacted by some technical 
problems encountered in the execution 
of the important Western link project, 
which have been properly managed and 
addressed. group Sales amounted to euro 
6,840 million, posting organic growth of 
1.8% . excluding the adverse impact of 
the Western link project, organic growth 
would have been +2.7%. Adjusted ebiTdA 
came in at euro 509 million, compared 
with euro 613 million in 2013, but 
excluding the adverse impact of Western 
link would have been euro 603 million, 
basically in line with 2013.

€ 6,840 mln € 6,840 mln 

FY 2014FY 2014

EMEA 64%

North 
America 15%

APAC 13%

Latin 
America 8%

Energy 
Projects 20%

E&I 39%

of which

Industrial 
& Network 

Components 25%

Other 2%

Telecom 14%Energy 
Products 66%

€ 6,840 mln € 6,840 mln 

FY 2014FY 2014

EMEA 64%

North 
America 15%

APAC 13%

Latin 
America 8%

Energy 
Projects 20%

E&I 39%

of which

Industrial 
& Network 

Components 25%

Other 2%

Telecom 14%Energy 
Products 66%

Energy 
Projects 41%

E&I 18%

Other 1%

Industrial 
& Network

Components 21%

Telecom 19%

Energy 
Products 
40%

€ 603* mln 

FY 2014
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energy
ProduCTS:
energy & inFrASTruCTure

energy and infrastructures is part of the energy Products 
operating Segment and includes Trade & installers and Power 
distribution businesses. in Power distribution, the group 
manufactures medium voltage cables and systems to connect 
industrial and residential buildings to primary distribution grids 
and low voltage ones for power distribution. The products for the 
Trade & installers market include low voltage cables and systems 
for distributors and installers for the wiring of commercial and 
residential buildings. Fire-resistant and low-smoke halogen-free 
cables complete one of the widest and most comprehensive 
product ranges in the world.

Business overvieW

energy 
ProJeCTS

The energy Projects operating Segment covers high-tech 
and high value-added businesses whose focus is on projects 
and their execution. Prysmian engineers, manufactures and 
installs high and extra high voltage cables for underground and 
submarine power transmission directly from power stations to 
the primary distribution networks. it develops the advanced 
“turnkey” submarine cable systems for installation at depths 
of up to 2,000 metres, thanks to the world’s most advanced 
cable-laying ships “giulio Verne”. it also offers advanced 
services for connecting offshore wind farms, as well as a full 
range of SurF (Subsea umbilical, riser and Flowline) products 
and services for offshore exploration by the oil industry.

Adj. EBITDA
€ 248 mln

€ 603* mln

Adj. EBITDA
€ 108 mln

€ 603* mln

Sales
€ 1.4 bn

€ 6,840 mln

Sales
€ 2.7 bn

€ 6,840 mln

mAJor ConTrACT For oFFShore
Wind PArk in germAny >>
in 2014 Prysmian group was awarded by 
50hertz offshore gmbh, a subsidiary  
of germany’s 50hertz Transmission gmbh,  
a contract worth approximately €480 million 
to design, produce and install the power cable 
systems for the offshore wind park cluster 
West of Adlergrund in the german baltic Sea.

Fire SAFe CAble SuPPlied
To leed’S ArenA in The uk >>
in 2014 the energy Products operating 
Segment saw Prysmian’s fire safety cables at 
the centre of the new leeds Arena in the u.k. 
Prysmian’s FP200 gold ‘standard’ fire resistant 
cable has been specified and installed in both 
the fire and public address systems at the 
new First direct Arena. FP200 gold is a tough, 
durable and dressable fire resistant cable, easy 
to install and terminate.

business overview - energy Projects
and energy Products: energy & infrastructure

index

 *excl. Wl effect
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industrial & network and Telecom

Business overvieW

energy 
ProduCTS:
induSTriAl & neTWork ComPonenTS

industrial & network Components is part of the energy 
Products operating Segment and includes the most 
comprehensive and technologically advanced response to 
the needs of a wide variety of industries: Specialties & oems 
(cables for railways, trains, aircrafts, ships, port systems, 
mining, nuclear industry, defence, marine, renewables and 
other niches), oil & gas (solutions for offshore and onshore 
exploration and production), elevator (a wide range of 
products for the elevator market), Automotive (standard and 
specialist cables for the automotive and transport industry) 
and network Components (accessories and components to 
connect cables and other elements). 

TeleCom

The Telecom operating Segment makes cable systems and 
connectivity products used in telecommunication networks 
for voice, video and data transmission. The product portfolio 
includes optical fibre and optical cables, where Prysmian group 
is one of the leading manufacturers worldwide, connectivity 
components and accessories for an efficient management of 
optical fibre within networks, oPgW (optical ground Wire)
and copper cables.

FrAmeWork AgreemenT
WiTh The SWiSS rAilWAyS >>
Prysmian group was awarded a framework 
agreement with the Swiss Federal railways 
involving the supply of approximately 
2,800 km of signaling cables to upgrade the 
entire Swiss rail network’s infrastructure. 
The contract, secured in 2014, is worth 
approximately 26 million euro.
The cables will be manufactured in berlin, 
germany and delivered on a call-off basis over 
a 5-year period, from october 2014 to the end 
of 2019.

neW ToP end TeChnologieS
ShoWCASed in SToCkholm >>
in 2014 the Telecom operating Segment took 
the occasion of the FTTh Council europe 
Conference, the world’s largest event for 
Fibre-to-the-home held in Stockholm, 
to showcase its innovative solutions. 
in particular, it presented its Flextube® 
technology, the response of Prysmian to ever 
increasing needs for cable miniaturisation.

Adj. EBITDA
€ 126 mln

€ 603* mln

€ 603* mln

Adj. EBITDA
€ 116 mln

Sales
€ 1.7 bn

€ 6,840 mln

Sales
€ 1.0 bn

€ 6,840 mln

index

 *excl. Wl effect
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a strategy
for groWtH

A strategy for growth

Customer Centricity and Creating 
Value for Shareholders: these are 
the fundamentals of our growth 
strategy. 

Prysmian places stakeholders at the 
centre of its business strategy, the core 
guidelines of which are based on Customer 
Centricity, meaning the ability to anticipate 
and satisfy customer needs by offering 
innovative products and cable systems, 
and Creating Value for Shareholders, in 
terms of total return on investment and 
profitability in the short run, but above all 
in the medium to long term.

To pursue its strategy, the group constantly 
strives to strengthen its competencies in 
the areas of research and development, 
human resource development and 
environmental sustainability, while paying 
great attention on transparency, good 
governance and confidence of markets 
and investors, key factors for value 
creation also because of Prysmian’s public 
company status. remarkable emphasis 
is laid on rationalisation and efficiency of 
industrial and commercial processes but 
also on operating profitability levels and 
cash generation, with a particular focus on 
working capital management and reduction 
of fixed costs and capital employed in order 
to maximise cash flow generation and 
return on investment both in the short and 
long run.

mAnAging riSkS eFFeCTiVely 
Since 2012, in view of the increasing 
complexity of its business, the constantly 
evolving legislative and regulatory 

ViSion
We believe in the efficiency, 
effectiveness and sustainability 
of energy and information delivery 
as the prime driver for developing 
communities.

miSSion
We provide our customers worldwide 
with superior cable solutions based on 
state-of the-art technology.

VAlueS
excellence. integrity. understanding.

Vision, mission, Values >>

risk factors >>

research & development >>

To leArn more

environment, and the continued instability 
of the economy and financial markets, 
Prysmian group decided to devote even 
more attention to the risk management by 
implementing a dynamic enterprise risk 
management (erm) system and appointing 
a specific internal risk management 
Committee, consisting of the group’s 
Senior management. Further information 
on Company website.

being A leAder AlSo
in innoVATion 
Prysmian group has always given key 
strategic importance to research & 
development to maintain its market 
leadership, with the aim of differentiating 
itself and of providing its customers with 
technologically innovative solutions at 
increasingly competitive costs. The group 
currently has 17 Centres of excellence, with 
headquarters in milan, and over 500 skilled 
professionals. Further information on 
Company website.
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governanCe struCture
and exeCutive ManageMent
Prysmian group’s main and 
constant aim is to strengthen the 
principles of transparency and 
integrity.

The Corporate governance structure 
adopted by the Company is inspired by 
the latest recommendations and rules 
laid down in the Self-regulatory Code by 
borsa italiana, adhering to national and 
international best practices.

Prysmian is aware of the importance of a 
good corporate governance system in order 
to achieve strategic objectives and long-
term sustainable value, by establishing a 
system that is effective in complying with 
the legal and regulatory framework, in line 
with international best-practice. 

Prysmian’s Corporate governance structure 
is based on the central role of the board 
of directors (as the most senior body 
responsible for managing the Company in 
the interests of shareholders) in providing 
strategic guidance, in ensuring the 
transparency of the decision-making process 
and in establishing an effective system 
of internal control and risk management, 
including decision-making processes for 
both internal and external matters. 

the model of governance and control adopted by prysmian 
is the traditional one, with the presence of a general 
shareholders’ Meeting, a Board of directors and a Board
of statutory auditors.

exeCuTiVe mAnAgemenT

ShAreholderS'
meeTing

boArd oF
STATuTory AudiTorS

mAnAgerS reSPonSible 
For PrePAring 

CorPorATe ACCounTing 
doCumenTSmoniToring boArd 

PurSuAnT To
leg. decree 231/01

ConTrol And riSkS 
CommiTTee

ComPenSATion And 
nominATionS CommiTTee

mAnAger in ChArge  
oF inTernAl AudiT

boArd oF direCTorS
ChAirmAn

direCTorS

4 exeCuTiVeS 6 indePendenTS

indePendenT AudiTorS

VAlerio 
bATTiSTA
Chief executive 
officer

FAbio romeo
Chief Strategy 
officer

Pier 
FrAnCeSCo 
FACChini
Chief Financial 
officer

AndreA 
Pirondini
Chief operating 
officer

mASSimo 
bATTAini
Senior Vice 
President  
energy Projects

hAnS niemAn
Senior Vice 
President
energy Products

PhiliPPe VAnhille
Senior Vice President 
Telecom business

Corporate governance >>

report on Corporate governance 
and ownership structure >>

governance structure and 
executive management
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the business

Corporate Social responsibility >>

Sustainability reports >>

To leArn more

Sustainability has become an even more integrated part of Prysmian 
group’s way of doing business, involving every function across the 
board: from environmental and social sustainability to the fostering and 
development of human capital, from production processes mindful of 
health, safety and the environment to relations with local communities. 

The reSPonSibiliTy oF being
A globAl induSTry leAder
Prysmian group believes that its leadership 
in the global cable industry carries a duty for 
assuring efficient, technologically advanced, 
high value-added products and services 
that is sustainable in the medium and long 
term. operating in a responsible manner is 
not only a policy but a must for retaining 

a lasting competitive edge that can create 
value for all the stakeholders. 
The way the business is run aims to 
implement management and production 
processes which help improve the 
sustainability of the solutions offered to its 
customers, the development of its people 
and the environmental responsibility of its 
production systems.

index

The Three dimenSionS oF A SuSTAinAble APProACh

enVironmenTAl dimenSion
Commitment to environmental 
stewardship and to the conservation 
of natural resources benefits both the 
organisation and its stakeholders. 
This approach is reflected in the 
management of the group’s production 
systems, where focus is on prevention 
and reduction of environmental 
impact through efficient use of 
resources, optimisation of logistics and 
responsible waste management.

SoCiAl dimenSion
The Prysmian group’s human 
capital strategy is the basis of 
its competitive edge. investing 
in human resources is to develop 
innovative ideas, products and 
services that can satisfy even the 
most demanding customers. At 
the same time, to pay attention 
to the local communities and 
cultivate an active role in 
relations with them.

eConomiC dimenSion
reliability, accuracy and transparency 
of information, compliance with 
corporate governance best practices, 
great attention to risk management, 
innovation and customer satisfaction, 
with a persistent focus on efficiencies, 
results and shareholders’ return.

engAging STAkeholderS
late in 2014, Prysmian group held in milan 
its first ever multi-Stakeholder engagement 
event, devoted to the sustainability issue. 
The initiative opens the door to a new season 
of stakeholders’  relationship with the aim of 
engaging them in the group’s CSr activities. it 
was indeed a strong message sent by Prysmian 
to stress its commitment to sustainability also 
by sharing its ideas, projects and priorities, 
with the aim of pursuing a sustainable  
and enduring growth over time.

sustainaBle approaCH
to Managing tHe Business

1 message of the Ceo Valerio battista
2 At the very heart of the global economy
3 A 130-year history that has just begun
4 The challenge of being a Public Company
5 Prysmian group ownership structure
6 People: the very strength of Prysmian  
 group
7 business overview
8 business overview - energy Projects
 and energy Products: e&i
9 business overview - energy Products: 
 industrial & network and Telecom
10 A strategy for growth
11 governance structure and
 executive management
12 Sustainable approach to managing 
 the business
13 Protecting profitability, controlling debt 
14 Prysmian shares outperformed
 both benchmarks and competitors
15 A total return for shareholders of 44%
 since the iPo in 2007
16 becoming a Prysmian Shareholder
17 When Shareholders gather for meeting
18 2015 Shareholders’ milestones and calendar 
19 glossary

http://prysmiangroup.com/en/corporate/csr/
http://prysmiangroup.com/en/corporate/sustainability/downloads/


ShAreholder’S hAndbook
PrySmiAn grouP

13 13

proteCting profitaBility, 
Controlling deBt
global demand for cables grew slightly in 
2014, especially in some market segments 
like optical cables and those for renewable 
energy. in this contest, Prysmian group’s 
Sales came in at euro 6,840 million compared 
with euro 6,995 million in the prior year, 

posting a positive organic growth of +1.8% 
(would have been +2.7% excluding the 
negative extraordinary effect of Western 
link project). Adjusted ebiTdA was euro 
509 million, or euro 603 million excluding 
Wl effect, broadly in line with previous year 

SAleS And orgAniC groWTh AdJ.ebiTdA And % on SAleS

AdJ.neT inCome And % on SAleS Free CASh FloW* neT FinAnCiAl PoSiTion

thanks to the contribution of Telecom and 
Submarine which partly offset lower margins 
in e&i and industrial. To be noticed, once 
again the group was able to strengthen its 
balance sheet by further reducing the net 
financial position.

Protecting profitability, controlling debt

Fy 2014 results >>

FinAnCiAl highlighTS (euro million)

AdJ.ebiT And % on SAleS

To leArn more

index

2012

2012

2012 2012

20122012

2013

2013

2013 2013

20132013

-3.3%*
+2.7%*

+1.8%*

2014
ex. Wl

2014
ex. Wl

2014
ex. Wl

2014
ex. Wl

2014

2014

2014 2014

20142014

6,901

252

603 4596,840

186

509
365

802
98

6,995

269

613
465

805171

7,574

279

650
494

888277

8.6%

3.7%

6.5%
8.8%

3.8%

6.7%
8.7%

3.7%

6.7%7.4%

2.7%

5.3%

*levered before acquisitions

*org. growth
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prysMian sHares outperforMed 
BotH BenCHMarKs and CoMpetitors

Prysmian shares outperformed
both benchmarks and competitors

Share performance >>

investment Calculator >>

Share information >>

PerFormAnCe oF PrySmiAn SToCk SinCe iPo

PerFormAnCe oF PrySmiAn SToCk VS. indiCeS And PeerS SinCe iPo

To leArn more

last update: march 31, 2015
 Source: Thomson one
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The Prysmian stock 
increased its value by 
approximately 28% from 
the iPo to the end of first 
quarter of 2015, closing at 
€19.19 as of march 31st 2015 
and rising well above its 
initial listing price of €15 
on may 3, 2007.

Since the iPo Prysmian 
Stock also significantly 
outperformed its 
competitors and benchmark 
indices, thereby increasing 
its weight within such 
indices.

1 message of the Ceo Valerio battista
2 At the very heart of the global economy
3 A 130-year history that has just begun
4 The challenge of being a Public Company
5 Prysmian group ownership structure
6 People: the very strength of Prysmian  
 group
7 business overview
8 business overview - energy Projects
 and energy Products: e&i
9 business overview - energy Products: 
 industrial & network and Telecom
10 A strategy for growth
11 governance structure and
 executive management
12 Sustainable approach to managing 
 the business
13 Protecting profitability, controlling debt 
14 Prysmian shares outperformed
 both benchmarks and competitors
15 A total return for shareholders of 44%
 since the iPo in 2007
16 becoming a Prysmian Shareholder
17 When Shareholders gather for meeting
18 2015 Shareholders’ milestones and calendar 
19 glossary

http://investoren.prysmian.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=211070&p=irol-stockquotechart
http://investoren.prysmian.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=211070&p=irol-stockcalc
http://investoren.prysmian.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=211070&p=irol-share-information


15

ShAreholder’S hAndbook
PrySmiAn grouP

15

a total return for sHareHolders 
of 44% sinCe tHe ipo in 2007

A total return for shareholders of 44% 
since the ipo in 2007

The stock’s performance including 
dividends paid, or total shareholder return, 
was a gain of 44% since its listing date 
to the end of the first quarter of 2015. To 
give a comparison, over the same period 
the euro Stoxx industrial index, a widely 
tracked benchmark, reported a gain of 4%, 
while the FTSe mib of the milan Stock 
exchange was down by 47%. on the back of 
2014 results the board of directors decided 
to propose to the Shareholders’ meeting 

The dividend is the portion of 
profit that is distributed to 
shareholders according to the board 
recommendations approved by the 
Shareholders’ meeting. it is paid 
automatically into the bank account 
of the owner of the shares. The 
dividend will be paid only to those 
shareholders owning shares on the 
ex-dividend date, which for 2015 has 
been set as of April 20.

the distribution of a gross dividend per share 
of € 0.42, equal to around €90 million of 
cumulated dividends, in line with previous 
year. Since the iPo in 2007, the group 
managed to pay a dividend for each single 
year, even in the midst of the financial crisis 
that hit first the uS and then the european 
sovereign debt market, distributing around 
€570 million in cumulated dividends, equal 
to over 45% of consolidated net income in 
the whole period.

dividends >>

diVidend Per ShAre And diVidend yield %

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

0.417 0.417 0.417 0.42 0.42 0.42

0.166

0.21

2.5%

3.8%
3.4%

1.3%

2.2%

2.8%

2.2%

2.8%

dividend per Share (€)

dividend yield % (dPS/year end price)

To leArn more
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AbouT €570 million diVidendS 
diSTribuTed To ShAreholderS SinCe 
birTh oF PrySmiAn.
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BeCoMing a prysMian 
sHareHolder
hoW And Where ShAreS
CAn be boughT
A securities account is needed in order to 
buy shares on the market. investors who 
have a securities account can buy Prysmian 
shares through an authorized broker such 
as banks, or through a trading platform. 
buying and selling orders are passed 
through in real time during market opening 
hours. The minimum purchasable amount 
is one share, while there are no limits up. in 
some countries there are restrictions to the 
ownership of foreign shares, that have to 
be checked by the local investor. 

hoW To idenTiFy...
For buying and selling purpose, shares 
are identified through the international 
Securities identification number (iSin). For 
Prysmian shares the iSin is iT0041760001. 

And TrACk The PrySmiAn SToCk
Prysmian shares can be tracked on: 
• the group website under investor   
 relations/Share performance 
• the italian Stock exchange website
• leading financial newspapers and   
 websites

ShAreS Are An inVeSTmenT
by buying Prysmian shares the investor 
acquires a part of the capital of the 
company. each share is an investment, 
the return of which is not guaranteed, as 
it depends not only on the performance of 
the company from year to year but also on 
the financial markets trends which are by 
definition unpredictable. 

investor kit >>

ir Activity >>

borsa italiana >>

quote & Chart >>

ShAreholderS TAke PArT
To ProFiT diSTribuTion
The dividend is the part of profit that goes to 
shareholders. The shareholders may approve 
dividend distribution as proposed by the board 
of directors during the Shareholders’ meeting.

long Term inCenTiVe PlAnS
Prysmian has long term retention schemes 
based on co-investment and performance 
share plans reserved to certain managerial 
positions. The current plan, subject to the 
approval of the Shareholders’ meeting, 
is conditional upon the achievement of 
performance targets; its main purposes are 
the generation of a strong commitment to 
achieving further profit growth and return 
on capital employed and the alignment of 
management’s and shareholders’ interest.

your emPloyee ShAreS PlAn
The program yeS (your employee Shares) 
offers employees the opportunity to buy 
Prysmian shares at a discount of up to 25% on 
market price, settled in the form of treasury 
shares. The plan is structured in three annual 
tranches (2014-15-16): the first has been very 
successful, with some 5,000 employees which 
decided to become shareholders (over 30% of 
those entitled).

becoming a Prysmian Shareholder

To leArn more
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Public Company (no controlling shareholders)

Number of shareholders attending the Shareholders’ Meeting
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When Shareholders gather for meeting

WHen sHareHolders 
gatHer for Meeting

The Shareholders’ meeting, called through 
a notice indicating date, time and venue of 
the meeting, as well as the agenda, can be 
ordinary and/or extraordinary. The ordinary 
meeting, to be called at least once a year to 
approve the annual financial statements, 
approves also dividend distribution as 
proposed by the board of directors and 
periodically appoints members of the board 
of directors, board of Statutory Auditors 
and board of independent Auditors, while 
determining their remuneration. The 
extraordinary meeting is called to discuss 
items that the ordinary meeting is not 
entitled to, such as extraordinary operations 
on capital.

regiSTering For The meeTing
Shareholders have to inform in advance 
the company that they are intended to 
take part and eventually take the floor, 

through a certificate issued by the 
authorised intermediary where their 
shares are deposited based on their 
records at the close of the accounting on the 
seventh trading day before the date of the 
Shareholders’ meeting. Those who require 
voting rights after this date will not be 
entitled to attend and vote.

hoW To exerCiSe
The VoTing righT
each share entitles Shareholders to one 
vote on each of the items on the agenda. 
Shareholders can vote in person, by proxy  
or through a representative designated by 
the Company. 

exerCiSing The VoTing righT
by Proxy 
each Shareholder may be represented at 
the meeting by giving a written power of 
attorney, using the proxy form available on 
the Company’s website. The appointment  
of a proxy may also be notified, among 
others, by emailing the form to 
corporate-pryspa@pec.prysmian.com. 
Shareholders can appoint the delegated 
representative as their proxy, free of charge, 
by completing and signing the form available 
on the Company’s website, giving also voting 
instructions on each item on the agenda.

CheCking in
Checking of entitlement to participate at 
general meetings shall commence, at the venue 
of the Shareholders’ meeting. Persons with the 
right to participate in the meeting must provide 
documentary personal identification and the 
certificates indicated in the notice of calling. 
Company staff issue a specific document 
that the said persons are required to preserve 
through the duration of the meeting.

VoTeS And The AFTerWArdS
After the discussion is completed, the different 
items in the agenda are being voted, under 
the instructions of the Chairman, who notifies 
shareholders of the outcome. Afterwards, the 
minutes of the meeting and the summary 
report of votes are published and made 
available to the public for consultation.

Shareholders’ meetings regulations >>

meeting reports & docs >>

To leArn more

The complete set of documents and 
information relevant for the Shareholders’ 
meeting are publicly available at the 
Company’s registered office, at borsa 
italiana S.p.A., on the corporate website 
and in the central storage mechanism for 
regulated information prior to the meeting, 
by the legally-required deadline.
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2015 sHareHolders’ Milestones 
and Calendar

ordinAry SeSSion
1. Financial statements at 31 december 
2014; directors’ report; report by the
board of Statutory Auditors; report by the 
independent Auditors.
2. Allocation of net profit for the year and 
distribution of dividend.
3. determination of the number of 
members of the board of directors.
4. determination of the term of office of 
the directors.
5. Appointment of the directors.
6. determination of the remuneration of 
the directors.
7. grant of authority to the board of 
directors to buy back and dispose of 
treasury shares pursuant to articles 2357 
and 2357-ter of the italian Civil Code; 
revocation of the authorisation to buy back 
and dispose of treasury shares under the 
shareholder resolution dated 16 April 2014; 
related resolutions.
8. Appointment of the independent 
statutory auditor for fiscal years 2016-2024:
related resolutions. 
9. incentive plan: resolutions under article 
114-bis of italian legislative decree 58/98.
10. Consultation on the Prysmian group’s 
remuneration policies.

exTrAordinAry SeSSion
1. Proposal to increase the share capital 
free of charge, to be reserved to Prysmian 
group employees for the implementation of 
an incentive plan, in a maximum nominal 
amount of euro 536,480, through the 
award, under art. 2349 of the italian Civil 
Code, of an equivalent maximum amount 
either of profit or of profit reserves, with 
the issue of up to no. 5,364,800 ordinary 
shares with a nominal value of euro 0.10 
each. revocation of the authorisation to 
a similar capital under the shareholder 
resolution dated 16 April 2014. 
Amendment of art. 6 of the by-laws. 
resolutions related thereto.

AddiTionS To The AgendA
Shareholders who, individually or jointly, 
represent at least one fortieth of share 
capital are entitled to request, within ten 
days after the publication of the notice 
convening the Shareholders’ meeting, the 
addition of items to the agenda or submit 
proposed resolutions on items already on 
the agenda. This is without prejudice to the 
possibility for eligible voters to individually 
submit proposed resolutions directly at the 
Shareholders’ meeting itself. Any additions 
to the agenda will be published by the 
Company at least fifteen days before the 
date of the meeting.

2015 Shareholders’ milestones and calendar

Calendar >>

2015 Shareholders’ meeting call >>

Save the date: Shareholders’ meeting 
April 16, 2015

To leArn more

index

Annual shareholders meeting:
April 16, 2015

ex dividend date:
April 20, 2015

dividend payment:
April 22, 2015

1st quarter financial results:
may 7, 2015

1st half financial results:
July 30, 2015

9 months financial results:
november 5, 2015

ConTACTS
investor relations office
+39 02 6449 1 
investor.relations@prysmiangroup.com
maria Cristina bifulco
investor relations director
+39 02 6449 51400

mariacristina.bifulco@prysmiangroup.com

inVeSTor CAlendAr

uSeFul To knoW
At 31 december 2014, the share capital  
of Prysmian S.p.A. amounted to  
euro 21,671,239.70, divided into 216.712.397 
ordinary shares of nominal value euro 0.10.
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glossary

AdJ. ebiTdA: a measure of gross profit 
enabling to verify whether the company’s 
ordinary operations are profitable. 

bAlAnCe SheeT: annual document 
reporting assets, liabilities and shareholders’ 
equity of a company at the closure of the 
fiscal year.

CorPorATe goVernAnCe: the system  
by which companies are directed and 
controlled.

diVidend: profit distributed to shareholders 
and attached to the single share.

diVidend yield: the return on a stock 
based on dividends for the year.

FinAnCiAl STATemenT: regular reporting  
of costs and revenues, usually quarterly.

Free CASh FloW: represents the cash that 
a company is able to generate after laying 
out the money required to maintain or 
expand its asset base.

Free FloAT: the amount of shares of  
a publicly listed company readily available 
on the market.

FTSe mib: the benchmark index of the 
italian stock market.

iPo: initial Public offering. The first sale of 
stock by a private company to the public.

liSTed ComPAny: a company whose shares 
are publicly traded on a regulated stock 
exchange. many listed company have just 
a minority of shares being traded on the 
market while the controlling stake is owned 
privately.

neT FinAnCiAl PoSiTion: shows a 
company’s overall debt situation by netting 
the value of a company’s financial liabilities 
and debts with its cash and other similar 
liquid assets.

ordinAry ShAre: the minimum 
participation in the share capital of a 
company. Their characteristics include 
payment of dividends and voting rights in 
shareholders’ meetings. 

orgAniC groWTh: growth net of changes 
in the group structure, in metal prices and 
exchange rates.

PubliC ComPAny: a publicly listed company 
with no controlling shareholder whose 
shares are entirely detained by market 
participants: individual investors, funds, 
institutional investors. 

SelF-regulATory Code by borSA 
iTAliAnA: part of the regulatory framework 
of the italian Stock exchange that a listed 
company can voluntary decide to adopt.

STAkeholder: all persons or entities who 
can influence, be influenced by or have an 
interest in the activity of a company, in 
their capacity as employees, shareholders, 
customers, suppliers, commercial and 
financial partners, institutions.

ToTAl ShAreholder reTurn:  
the percentage return of a share comprising 
both the change in the price and dividends 
distributed.

TreASury ShAreS: company shares 
repurchased for a variety of purposes, such 
as the funding of special shareholding 
programs. 

VAlue or groWTh STrATegieS: 
investment styles adopted by some 
institutional investors. Value investors look 
for companies that appear underpriced, 
growth investors look for companies 
showing above average earnings growth.

yeS: your employee Shares, the program 
for employees to become shareholders 
launched by Prysmian late in 2013 in 28 
countries.

glossary

index

1 message of the Ceo Valerio battista
2 At the very heart of the global economy
3 A 130-year history that has just begun
4 The challenge of being a Public Company
5 Prysmian group ownership structure
6 People: the very strength of Prysmian  
 group
7 business overview
8 business overview - energy Projects
 and energy Products: e&i
9 business overview - energy Products: 
 industrial & network and Telecom
10 A strategy for growth
11 governance structure and
 executive management
12 Sustainable approach to managing 
 the business
13 Protecting profitability, controlling debt 
14 Prysmian shares outperformed
 both benchmarks and competitors
15 A total return for shareholders of 44%
 since the iPo in 2007
16 becoming a Prysmian Shareholder
17 When Shareholders gather for meeting
18 2015 Shareholders’ milestones and calendar 
19 glossary



Shareholder’s handbook

April 2015


	Button 5: 
	Pagina 2: Off
	Pagina 3: 
	Pagina 8: 
	Pagina 14: 

	Button 6: 
	Pagina 2: Off
	Pagina 3: 
	Pagina 8: 
	Pagina 14: 

	Button 7: 
	Pagina 2: Off
	Pagina 3: 
	Pagina 8: 
	Pagina 14: 

	Button 8: 
	Pagina 2: Off
	Pagina 3: 
	Pagina 8: 
	Pagina 14: 

	Button 17: 
	Button 18: 
	Button 19: 
	Button 20: 
	Button 21: 
	Button 22: 
	Button 23: 
	Button 24: 
	Button 25: 
	Button 26: 
	Button 27: 
	Button 28: 
	Button 29: 
	Button 30: 
	Button 31: 
	Button 32: 
	Button 33: 
	Button 34: 
	Button 35: 
	Button 36: 
	Button 37: 
	Button 38: 
	Button 39: 
	Button 40: 
	Button 41: 
	Button 42: 
	Button 43: 
	Button 44: 
	Button 45: 
	Button 46: 
	Button 47: 
	Button 48: 
	Button 13: 
	Button 14: 
	Button 15: 
	Button 16: 
	Button 9: 
	Pagina 15: Off
	Pagina 16: 
	Pagina 17: 
	Pagina 19: 
	Pagina 20: 

	Button 10: 
	Pagina 15: Off
	Pagina 16: 
	Pagina 17: 
	Pagina 19: 
	Pagina 20: 

	Button 12: 
	Pagina 15: Off
	Pagina 16: 
	Pagina 17: 
	Pagina 19: 
	Pagina 20: 

	Button 11: 
	Pagina 15: Off
	Pagina 16: 
	Pagina 17: 
	Pagina 19: 
	Pagina 20: 

	Button 49: 
	Button 50: 
	Button 51: 
	Button 52: 


